Wisconsin BEAD Program — PSC Final Proposal Update (as
of Sept 11, 2025)

Final Proposal submitted:

The Public Service Commission of Wisconsin (PSC) approved the state’s BEAD Final Proposal
at its September 3, 2025 open meeting and transmitted it to the NTIA the same day. This
milestone followed a late-summer “Benefit of the Bargain” (BOB) mini-round held July 17—
28 to comply with NTIA’s June 6, 2025 “Restructuring” directive, which required the state to
rescind earlier preliminary awards, re-open Letters of Intent, and re-run its scoring process on an
accelerated timeline (WisPolitics, PSC).

Public comment just closed:
The Draft Final Proposal was posted for public review from August 22-29 before the PSC
vote, fulfilling federal transparency requirements (PSC).

Program timing & scale:
Wisconsin’s BEAD allocation remains $1.056 billion. If NTIA approves the Final Proposal, the
PSC indicates that construction could begin in 2026 (PSC, AM 1050 WLIP).

Technology mix:

Coverage in trade press notes that Wisconsin’s BEAD plan prioritizes fiber deployment for
most eligible locations, while allowing limited use of other technologies (fixed wireless,
satellite) where appropriate. Nationally, SpaceX has filed federal challenges over satellite
eligibility, but these do not halt Wisconsin’s submission (PSC, industry reports).

Langlade County Preliminary BEAD Awards

Within the PSC’s September 3 Final Proposal package, Langlade County received a
preliminary BEAD award of $13,899,487 to reach an estimated 3,140 eligible locations.
Proposed builds are heavily weighted toward fiber:
o Bertram Communications — 2,515 locations using primarily fiber | $13,186,569
« Nsight (Cellcom) — 140 locations using a mix of fixed wireless and fiber | $67,076
« Cirrinity — 485 locations using a mix of fiber and fixed wireless | $645,842

These amounts are preliminary and contingent on NTIA approval of Wisconsin’s Final
Proposal.

Bertram cost per location=$5,243.17 this award shows fiber only
Nsight (cellcom) = $479.11 per location mainly fixed wireless

Cirrinity -$1,331.63 per location mainly fixed wireless



For any new broadband service funded through BEAD:

o Download speed: > 100 Mbps

e Upload speed: > 20 Mbps

e Latency: <100 milliseconds round-trip

« Reliability: Must provide service with < 0.2% annual network downtime (i.e. 99.8%
uptime)

o Data caps: No usage-based data caps or excessive throttling

e In October 2024, the Commission passed a resolution supporting Bertram’s proposal, which
originally covered 3,438 eligible locations and has since been refined to 2,515 locations.

e In January 2025, the Commission passed a resolution supporting Nsight (Cellcom) on two
project units serving 140 residents.

e Cirrinity initially chose not to submit a Letter of Intent, anticipating potential changes to
the BEAD program. Those changes occurred, and as a result, county and commission
resolutions were no longer required for project support. However, the Commission remained
in communication with Cirrinity through closed session meetings and was aware of their
plans to apply once the program was restructured.

e We are grateful to the Commission, the Langlade County Board, and all our towns for
their support in expanding broadband access. The Commission will continue to monitor these
projects and work toward improving cellular service throughout the county.



